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Abstract:
While the movement of migrants creates ethnoscape and translocality through de-territorization and re-territorization (Appadurai, 1991, 2003), the migrant space can not balance the spatial order and representation between the original habitat and resettlement destination, which makes identification of migrants a global interest.  However, even though tourism, maybe the largest short-term migration, is striking the traditional family ethnics and inherent social order, there are only a few interests on family structure and spatial praxes of tourists as contemporary new migrants. 

Since 1980s, there were three large migration waves in Tibet due to the social-political and ideological issues. The majority of the latest one since 2001 (esp. 2006) were tourists, who created new social spaces in Tibet. Based on the ethnographic fieldwork in 2006 and 2008, the author wants to analyze the understanding and attitude of tourists, as temporal migrants in Tibet, towards home and the physical space it connected; to explore their spatial praxes, identification and lives in the collision of different cultures and spatial structures. 

Among the four cases, Thaishan Restaurant created a representing space inbetween Tibetan and Han culture through its representation of space and its efforts of integrating into local Tibetan culture, thus obtained the identification of Han tourists, Tibetan pilgrims and the operators themselves. Because Tibetan culture, discriminated by the Pengs, is a prerequisite for them to survive in Tibet, the family created a non-displaying “place of sleeping” and “home”, representing space of productive NK Outdoor Store. The representation of space of Donkey-sty Restaurant created a staged-Tibetan space, i.e. contrived tourist space, which indicated the interpretation of Han tourists towards Tibetan culture, and aroused the feeling of being in Tibet among tourists and made the restaurant a temporal home for many tourists. As the resident, productive and representing space, Sgrol Skyi Hostel represented memory and nostalgia of homeland exaggeratedly and functionally, thus made “home” the means of promotion and a kind of commodity.

In conclusion, tourists’ “home” in Tibet was the complex of production, operation, family life and social interaction, was the representing space of the memory and imagination of Tibet, and the nostalgia of homeland, which indicated tourists’ seeking for freedom, their efforts of home-making and their dilemma of identification. The commercial competition accompanying with tourists’ efforts of home-making, in some degree intensified the tension and conflict between some Tibetan and Han people, which made tourists’ home in Tibet being in cultural periphery, and confused the identification of tourists in Tibet. Simultaneously, the original motivation, pursuit for freedom and ideal, of making home in Tibet was immersed in the commercial behavior.  Nevertheless, the concept of “Where one is being, there’s one’s home” among home-making tourists, not only greatly challenged the traditional culture of “One can not go for a long journey when one’s parents are alive” in China, but also became the spiritual support for tourists to make home in Tibet, and demonstrated the great impact of global mobility in China.
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