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Abstract:
Indigenous tourism and the ethnic food have moved from being invisible to something that is often noted in academic accounts, most recently in Taiwan. One of the aims of this paper is to conceptualize indigenous culinary culture as an opportunity for ethnic economies in which the interactions of destination, nature, local tourist industries, national politics, and cultural economy are interwoven. This paper proposes to investigate the tourism development and ethnic economy of the indigenous tribal community of Taromak, Taitung, Taiwan. It seeks to explore how indigenous tourism might enrich our understanding of the characteristics of ethnic food that underpins economic, social and political relationships between non-ethnic people, ethnic groups, nature and cultures as well as imaginaries and everyday food practices. I argue that indigenous tourism studies should not be limited to aspects of management, but rather as a complex of social phenomena involving an on-going negotiation between tourism practices, cultural imaginations and indigenous peoples’ everyday life practices. What is it about Taromak that distinguishes it from other indigenous tourism developments? What can we learn from a case study of the Taromak? How can ‘nature’ be used in selling touristic culture in the context of indigenous tourism? How has ethnic food culture become a focus of tourism activity? What part does the production and consumption of food play?  What are the connections between indigenous cultural (re)productions and the ethnic economy? How does the mass media (re)present the Taromak as a tourist destination?
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