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Abstract:
The recent growth in popularity of backpacking amongst young, urban Chinese and the effects of recent geopolitical events on China’s Tibetan periphery have broken down distinctions between Western and Chinese tourisms. As a result, the unofficially codified itineraries of western backpackers have themselves become the basis of new “scenic spots” for their Chinese counterparts. Locations that previously featured prominently on the itineraries of western backpackers have become required stopping points for metropolitan Chinese tourists seemingly more for their importance on western itineraries than for any other factor. As a consequence of widespread unrest in the spring of 2008, Tibetan areas of the PRC were closed to foreign tourists for up to a year.  Prior to this, Langmusi, a small town on the border of China’s Gansu and Sichuan provinces figured prominently on a “backdoor” western backpackers’ route from Lanzhou to Chengdu.  Langmusi’s closure to western travelers occurred at the same time as urban Han individual tourism to China’s remote northwest skyrocketed.  Thus 2008 and 2009 witnessed the replacement of western backpackers with their Chinese counterparts. My proposed paper addresses the imaginative dimensions of such a shift, focusing on the reactions of different constituencies to the new topography of tourism to the region: Han backpackers, Tibetan hoteliers and tour guides, Hui restaurateurs and the few western tourists who began to trickle back into the region in the summer of 2009.  In it I attempt to synthesize a conceptual vocabulary for analyzing palimpsestic situations in which tourisms intersect but imaginaries do not. 
