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Abstract:
Tourist resorts have a twofold character. On the one hand they constitute a sort of temporal heterotopia (Foucault, 1986) where people temporarily co-habit forming a community, participating to the same rituals, inhabiting the same public spaces and similar private ones, sharing a similar mode of daily life. The quality of space and services codifies a certain status to be shared and indicates the social status that the inhabitants share outside the resort, in the real world.
On the other hand tourist destinations invest on the imaginary of place. Resorts have to be attractive destinations per se, beyond the quality of facilities of the enclave. Authenticity, place and identity have become crucial factors of the attractiveness of the resort.  The character of place is important both in reference to the local level (the identity of the specific area, the landscape) and in reference to a regional level (the identity of the country,  the character of the region, etc). Elements such as traditional architecture, cultural life, heritage, national mythologies, become key variables in resort design.  (Sedmak and Mihalic, 2008). These elements are being interpreted and re-established in order to construct the identity of the specific tourist resort.
Within this context the paper focuses on resort planning and design in two ways:

a. as means of interpretation of tradition, local identity and national mythology, 

b. as  means of the spatial construction of an equilibrium between localism (specific tradition,  culture, landscape) and cosmopolitanism (certain level of luxuries, facilities, etc).  

Empirical examples are drawn from a number of 5-star tourist resorts in Greece.
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