Author:  Margaret Swain
E-mail:  bswain@ucdavis.edu
Department:  Women and Gender Studies
Institution:  UC Davis
Title:  Myth Management in Tourism's Imaginariums: Tales from Southwest China, and Beyond
Abstract:
Locating imaginariums, the places or states of mind where imagining takes place, helps us understand how a touristed landscape becomes imagined, constructed and consumed. Specific legends drawn from local stories, translocal literary works, and/or films, form the bases for mythical tourism (Buchmann 2006). Myth management flows out of imaginariums, as an organic, changing process of adaptation to global market change and local concepts of identity. These constructions of identity amongst nations and their ethnic, regional, indigenous groups, native intellectuals and classes with cultural capital articulate divergent institutional imaginaries with political and cultural forces. Mythical tourism can translate into modernization with new forms of tourism and tourists as we can see from examples drawn from southwest China.  The myth management of Shangri-la (Hillman 2003), Bai cultural theme parks (Notar 2006), Mosuo matriarchal hoards (Walsh 2001), Naxi epic tourism sites (White 2010) and Ashima’s Hometown (Swain 2005) in Yunnan , all articulate with particular imaginariums. This paper draws on a case study of an international conference held in 2004, that was planned by the local Stone Forest County government to explore and celebrate the imaginarium of Ashima’s legend and its myth management for tourism enterprise. Connections between local tales and global imaginings underlie the cosmopolitan potential for mythical tourism to express universal archetypes in local, diverse geo-cultural landscapes.
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