Author:  Rupert Stasch
E-mail:  rstasch@ucsd.edu
Department:  Anthropology
Institution:  UC San Diego
Title:  Tourist and Tourate Imaginaries in Contrast, Conflict, or Cooperation: Nudity and Payment in New Guinea Primitivist Tourism
Abstract:
For fifteen years, Korowai of West Papua (Indonesia) have figured prominently in the global primitivist tourism imaginary, as treehouse-dwelling Stone Age cannibals. Korowai in their own tourism imaginary also hold elaborate stereotypes about tourists, centering on attributes of dangerousness and wealthiness. After outlining basic contrasts between these symmetric tourist and tourate imaginaries, this paper looks at clothing and money as material media around which the two sides’ different orientations to tourism come into concrete interaction. One pattern is for tourists to emphasize nudity as a direct sign of Korowai persons’ valued archaic purity, and for Korowai, guides, or tourists to stage Korowai nudity in order to meet these expectations of tourists’ primitivist imaginary. My discussion unpacks some cultural assumptions implicit in tourists’ approach to nudity, and sets out some contrasting ways that Korowai think about clothing. Meanwhile, much as Korowai nudity is the salient fulfillment of the foreigners’ tourism imaginary, acts of payment are to Korowai the highly salient way the visitors fulfill expectations of the Korowai tourism imaginary. This is despite that payment is troubling or deemphasized by tourists. I seek to draw out some cultural assumptions of the framework reflexively held by tourists and tourism critics, according to which commodification/staging is inauthentic sociality. I do this once again by outlining some alternative Korowai understandings of wealth and payment, and by asking whether tourists and Korowai ever end up interacting with each other around money in ways temporarily distant from the terms of their respective mutually exoticizing imaginaries.
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