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Abstract:
The imaginary world of “old England”, which has attracted many tourists, contains with historic buildings, beautiful landscapes of countryside and quiet village life.  The “old English” imaginaries have been produced in the English countryside since the end of the 19th century by guide books, tourist brochures, mass media and the tourism policies of the British Tourist Authority.  Such imaginaries have been attracting not only tourists but also incomers who moved from other areas in Britain.  Some tourists love the area so much that they came to live there. 

This study takes a country town in the Cotswolds as a case study to demonstrate how the imaginaries affect the living community and what feed back the community gives.  The town has the population of about 2000, the second dense listed buildings of the country and heritage such as morris dancing (English folk dance), the May Day festivity and the 17th century sport festival.  The community used to be an ordinary English country town which depended on agriculture and farming.  However, since the late 19th century, the number of tourists has been increased.  Furthermore, the number of incomers increased enormously after the late 1980s when the house price of cities went up, and instead that of countryside became easy to obtain and popular for the people in cities.  

The main social and cultural changes made by the flow of incomers into the town were: (1) A rise in house prices, resulted from setting them higher for city people, made the local young people not be able to afford the houses in the town.  This changed the social structure of the town.  (2) Incomers are retired middle class people who had good experiences of business or professional jobs, and who are good at debating and organizing things.  They set up some conservation societies in the 1980s to keep “their” town’s beauty and they also became the town councilors.  They gradually came to control the outlook of the town by their point of views.  The incomers helped to keep the imaginary world which had attracted themselves to the place.  The people from cities as “the center” ruled a country town as “the periphery”. 

The local indigenous people had hardly joined such social organizations.  Most of them are working- class, live on local business and some of them join the limited social groups such as cricket club and local Women’s Institute.  They are not interested in conservation, but in modern and convenient life.  There are conflicts between local people and incomers based on their economic gap and the differences of their life styles.  However, some local people have started to participate in several social organizations set up and occupied by incomers such as the historical society and a care group for old people since around 2000 when the generation who had experienced to work and live outside the town came back to retire.  They have broader views and similar feelings with the landscape as incomers, and so they can mix with incomers.  Once the local people in their 60s joined the historical society, their parents’ generation also got involved the activities by using their knowledge of the past.  They are now willing to hand down the local past by joining the incomers’ society.  

Thus, the imaginaries of “old England” influenced a county town socially and culturally by attracting incomers.  Tourism can be effective to make people move to live in their tourist destinations, which makes their imaginary world keep same as before, but makes the local community keep changing.
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