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Abstract:
In the Canadian Maritimes, and to a lesser extent in Louisiana, one is surrounded by Evangeline's name and image. Until recently there was a regional newspaper by that name in New Brunswick; in Nova Scotia one can visit the Evangeline Trail and the Evangeline Mall; in Prince Edward Island the Evangeline Credit Union and even the Evangeline Funeral Parlour. The park at Grand-Pré, with its statues of Evangeline and Longfellow, is paralleled in Louisiana by the park and statue at St. Martinville.  Although her status today is problematic, Evangeline has served, and in some ways still does, as a model for Acadian identity within the group as well as a symbolic link between Acadians and Cajuns. Most importantly for the purposes of this conference she functions as a representation of Acadians to outsiders, especially tourists. 

In this paper I will briefly look at the construction of a legendary Acadian heroine on the basis of a fictional poem, and also at the phenomenon of Evangeline tourism.  The park sites in Nova Scotia and Louisiana, the souvenirs that are widely available, and the “Evangeline” and “Gabriel” figures that appear at Acadian celebrations, played by Acadian teenagers, have added layers to the original story told by Longfellow. Ev now exists in an imaginary cultural realm created from a complex mixture of literature, history, folklore and nationalistic yearnings.  The actual geographical spaces associated with her are also to a greater or lesser degree imaginary, but they are now inextricably linked with her name and attract tourists to this day.
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