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Abstract:
In this paper I discuss the ways in which reading fiction, as a creative and social act, is central to the learning of a tourism in which we imagine place not only as an alternative geographical moment, but our ‘selves’ in such a moment or place. This is not merely a form of instantaneous personal transposition but part of a much wider process of trans-cultural circulation of knowledge, where imaginings of places can carry an emotional charge. 
Drawing upon various fictional genres I explore how our readings and imaginings of places absorbed from normative encounters with creative writings shape on-going agendas for tourists to the point where not only can we consider notions of desire toward the imagined world, it becomes almost impossible to be wholly ‘innocent’ of places. At the same time, while the tourism sector seeks to mobilise and privilege certain places as desirable, it comes up against our freedom to imagine the world as undesirable. 
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