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Abstract:
This paper seeks to explain the conception of "wisata nusantara", the way in which it constructs domestic and national tourism imaginaries.  By looking at cultural and political narratives, "wisata" as the relatively new term challenges the notion of “tourism” that has been transformed in and transferred from the West.  While "nusantara" that is literally means “the islands and spaces in between” illustrates the archipelagic landscape of Indonesia.

The word wisata was firstly introduced in 1950s by Soekarno, the first President of Indonesia to resemble pelesir that derived from plezier (in Dutch) and turisme, those were considered as colonial modes of obtaining pleasure in traveling.  In so doing, the attempt is to promote equality in the world of tourism and by adding the word nusantara into wisata, is to learn of rereading domestic tourism differently given its geographical imaginary. Borrowed from Arabic and Sanskrit, Soekarno’s wisata has been related but having inverse meaning to melancong (in Bahasa Malay), the former is consciously planned and strictly bounded, whereas the latter is unconsciously performed and loosely bordered.  However, in Bahasa Indonesia the words wisata, pelesir and melancong are interchangeably used in the everyday explanation of tourism, tour and excursion.

I propose three stages which is the emergence, blend and reemergence in describing wisata as the text.  My intention is to understand its imaginary production by using the printed and virtual materials (e.g. tourism promotion materials and planning documents) and urban architecture.

First, the emerging of wisata as part of nationalist agenda has played a significant role not only in developing the national language of tourism but also perpetuating in its architectural production.  For example, the first design of “Hotel Indonesia” exhibited the grandeur of the nation catered mainly for foreign tourists. 

Second, the blending of wisata into any other aspects, such as "kota" as urban notion, is less to do with the nation-ness but more into urban modernity.  The new design of “kota wisata” is an example of gated community in urban residential which alienates the residences from the ‘real’ Other.

Third, the reemerging of wisata plays an integrative role in responding the global and national crises.  For the last 10 years, tourism economy in Indonesia has suffered during the Asian monetary crises in the late 1990s, ethnic and religious violence followed by Bali and Jakarta bombs.  Not to mention the natural disasters such as Aceh tsunami and Yogyakarta earthquake in 2004 and 2006 respectively. Despite confronting the travel warnings, the government issued the propaganda “let’s wisata, exploring the nusantara” along with the additional national holidays.  It gives the opportunity for domestic tourists to travel by creating image that the archipelago is safe for Indonesian and perhaps, not for Other.  Meanwhile, the tourism campaign in 2008 “Visit Indonesia to celebrate 100 years of National Awakening” posited the identity of emerging nation, as depicting by the number “one hundred” as strong and mature in attracting the international visitors.  

In sum, I argue that "wisata nusantara" cannot be simply translated as domestic tourism but more on “touristic nationalism”.  It has capacity to portray the exhibition of the Self and alienation from Other and their dynamic relationships.  Its tourism imaginaries lie in the conception of nation, identity and modernity.
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