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Abstract:
In the Middle East, the most common type of ruin is the tell, large artificial mounds of laminated human debris that have accumulated over the millennia.  Although humans have interacted with these sites since antiquity, it is only in the last two centuries that archaeologists, tourists, national agencies, and local communities have shown concerted interests.  Consequently, the tell has acquired new cultural value as a loci of scientific inquiry, tourist destination, national landmark, and, not least, a source of economic revenue.  How this value is ascribed, however, is dependent on the position of different actors within particular imaginaries, and their relationships with particular tells.  In rural Central Jordan, a region that has been growing integrated into Middle Eastern tourism networks, this revaluing is conspicuous, laying bare many of the cultural anxieties intertwined with archaeological tourism and development.  The author’s ethnographic and archaeological research in the region reveals how multifaceted perceptions are across groups.  Local communities and national agencies both see the economic benefits of developing tells for archaeological tourism, although the extent to which each group wishes to attach themselves to a site’s history varies.  Likewise, the archaeologists who carve into these tells hold scientific and historical interests that are quite different from tourists who visit tells seeking to engage with particular historical imaginaries.  This paper explores how different perceptions of the tell compound the challenge of representation in development projects, and examines how adverse effects lead to alienated communities and dissatisfied tourists.
