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Abstract:
The paper will explore how concepts of 'magic' are being mobilised in different moments of the touristic journey. I will focus here on public discourses and representations of the 'magic' of certain places in the pre-tourism context; the aesthetic enticement many tourists are subjected to while on the journey, and the metaphorical and metonymical means by which these tourists make sense of their 'magical' experiences. The paper will thus address wider issues related to the hermeneutics of experience in tourism, in particular the tension between public representations, personal experiences and personal mobilisations of public representations to make sense of personal experiences. The paper is based on extensive empirical research among German tourists.
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