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Abstract:
If the tourism imaginary is ‘a nexus of social practices through which individuals and groups intersect to establish a place as a credible destination’, then what is the role of the tourism imaginary where tourism has become, or is in the process of becoming, perceived as a way of life? And where is the dividing line, if any, between investment and lifestyle, temporariness and permanence? 


We know that in Spain, British tourists, for example, have bought homes, settled, and made lives for themselves, while embodying and practicing tourism as a guide for how to live. In these settings, where they are also received as ‘residential tourists’, I have drawn attention to the contradictions and the tensions that arise from these two competing notions. Migrants’ relationship to Spain is circumscribed by the fact that for them Spain symbolizes holiday and escape; meanwhile they strive to establish settled communities. Spanish cultures and institutions construct them as temporary or leisured, yet are taken by surprise by the very extent of their residence and permanence. Even the British government has been slow to take their needs seriously, also perceiving them as tourists or holiday makers rather than residents abroad (or expatriates). 


The phenomenon of second home ownership in, and lifestyle migration to, tourist settings (or ‘residential tourism’), is growing despite the global financial crisis. More and more governments have seen the potential for growth from encouraging tourism to become a more settled and permanent phenomenon; developers are encouraged by success stories in other countries; individuals are inspired by television programmes that combine property wealth with dreams of a new life. All rely on the production, reproduction, manipulation and interpretation of the tourist imaginary.  


This paper will analyse the multiplicity of internet-based articulations of ‘residential tourism’ and second home ownership that currently blur tourism and residence in order to inspire activity. It will examine how residential tourism and holiday homes are promoted, by whom, with the invocation of which tourism imaginaries. It will especially examine the Malaysia My Second Home Programme (managed by the Malaysia Ministry of Tourism) and Second home ownership in Thailand in order to examine the nature of the imaginary for these contexts. It will include analysis of individual web pages, blogs, adverts, and official sites. (How these imaginaries are enacted and transformed by residential tourists within diverse communities of practice will be the focus of later work.)
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