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Abstract:
This paper tracks Belize ephemera in a manner that pays special attention to the generative forces and materializations of a tourist imaginary. Two OED definitions of ephemera are: 1) “of a fever lasting only a day” and 2) “something which has a transitory existence.” Tourist contacts and encounters with postcards, menus, advertising brochures, pamphlets, magazines, beer coasters, napkins (serviettes), ticket stubs to events, places, and for travel, all evoke the sensations of the feverish and the transitory; the affective intensities of an imaginary. This stuff is the mess and muddle of travel. It attracts, seduces, impresses instantly; it heats things up and flashes as a transient impact, it creates an affective surge as it pumps out potentials of desire, before it piles up in the corners of tourist attention, spent. It is excessive stuff that is also the stuff of cultural ruin, the stuff that once shouted its presence and function as it flashed by as dream world enticement and fetishized wish image, even as it ended up scattered across hotel rooms, or as it washed up onto beaches, or caught-up in trees, or piled up in yards, lots, and road-sides, or was found at the bottom of suitcases like fossils emanating “radioactive” traces of life from another time and place.  

Tracking Belize ephemera is an act of curious speculation and affirmative augmentation. It is an attempt to turn attention to the odd feelings that material stuff conjures and makes resonant as an eventful sensation on a beach, in Belize. During my fieldwork in Belize, tourist clutter provoked an intense attraction, opening rogue vitalities of bodily agitations and forces of free floating fascination that opened networks of implicating and emergent cultural forces. This was more than feeling the effects of some system of representations. Rather, it was a “sensing beyond security” that exceeded the work of Caribbean representations to become flash moments of contact, moments that “matter” as forces that gather to a point of impact to instantiate something: an imaginary.  

Specifically, using an evening in paradise when the Belize Jewels, a group of twelve calendar boy/strippers, entertained tourists at a Belize beach bar, this paper tracks the free flow of beer coasters, advertising material, and calendars around which the shifting impulses of “the good life” grew vibrant as both promise (desire) and disgust (garbage). More generally, this paper tracks the life of tourist ephemera in Belize as affective force and intensity: dream world enticements that rub up against the transitory nature of a local world gone wild for tourism.  Tracking the life of throw-away stuff, I gauge the impacts ephemera has, not so much as meaningful material culture but, rather, as commodity incantation, an emergent force of potentiality and panic that conjures the piled up contradictions of “profane illuminations.”   In short, the paper is interested in the materialization processes of an imaginary not as representations but as enactments of an alluring fascination, in a bar, on a beach, in Belize.
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