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Abstract:  

In the 1870-1914 period, following the end of colonial battles often cityscapes and monuments were represented and described by war correspondents. Such reporting, meant to bolster the rich imagery of the colonies, reveals that often tourism was a byproduct of empire-building. The coverage of the mass newspaper Le Petit Journal, founded in 1863 by Moïse Polydore Millaud, was quite different. Its coverage was marked by a notorious sensationalism expressed in full-color pages of its weekly supplements that began appearing in 1890. In a style recalling illustrations of juvenile adventure novels, they were somewhat cartoonish, suitable for representing at times gruesome images like horrific accidents and people being killed by animals in zoos. An important subset of the images of accidents and disasters had to do with travel. The images reveal collective fears and reveal important links to early cinema as well as the geographical novels of Jules Verne and others. This paper employs methods of cultural history as well as literary and film theory to examine, on the one hand, tourism as a byproduct of colonial military operations and pacification, and, on the other, the associations between the “real” and the fantastical regarding visions of the broader world and travel. 
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