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Abstract:  

The tourist imaginary of escape is certainly not new, but new communication technologies have reanimated the significance of escape for tourism studies, prompting the question: What does it mean for travelers to escape in a world of ubiquitous connectivity? The recent emergence of mobile information and communication technologies in the realm of leisure travel has called into question the physical condition of escape. As mobile technologies have allowed tourists to work while on holiday and enabled long-term travelers to stay in touch with home while on the road, physical displacement seems less and less sufficient as a means of escape. In today’s world of constant connectivity, escape now also seems to require an electronic disconnection. Drawing on qualitative empirical research, the paper examines the way travelers negotiate displacement and disconnection alongside a desire to escape. As much as travelers express a desire to escape from certain aspects of modernity, they also express a desire to stay in touch – and in pursuing both of these desires simultaneously, travelers rely heavily on modern technologies of transportation and communication. The paper argues that travelers’ mobility patterns and technology practices cannot be understood in binary terms as an escape from modernity, but rather entail a complex negotiation between escape and embrace.
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