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Abstract:  

During the 1st half of the XX century, tourism, in Portugal, was sometimes the mean through which Portuguese intellectuals chose to express their patriotism. Improving the existing tourism offer was one of their most important goals, one that would both define and guide their actions in this period. In a time which national identity was being defined by the first Ethnographers the county ever knew, reforming both souvenirs, posters and even infrastructure to make them agree with this constructed national identity was of the outmost importance, and the debate would become more heated when it came to hotels. In a country that could not agree with the luxurious patterns of the most sophisticated resorts, finding a type of hotel that would be Portuguese own was one of the key themes discussed by the people involved in tourism during this period, a debate that would eventually lead to the creation of the first “Pousadas do SNI” (1942-1948), a lodging unit that was the possible answer to the utopia of the national hotel in a country then dominated by a Dictatorship that denied in a large extent modern life.
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