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Abstract:  

Tourism imaginaries are pre-configured by a fabric of complex interwoven cultural discourses. The transformation of actual and trivial places into the colourful and emotionally loaded non-places of an imaginary geography reveals the workings of a powerful representational dynamics developed by professionals engaged in the production and systematization of the tourist gaze (Urry), based on a vast array of textual and visual materials, guidebooks, brochures, postcards and videos. These aim at deliberately constructing “the Other”, triggering certain expectations and evoking prevailing myths and utopias. Tourist destinations become fictional/imaginary constructions, which are, to a great extent, embedded in, fuelled and/or complemented by a large variety of non-tourist practices, such as literature and film.
Though they both create fictions and dreamlands, the discursive intersections between guidebooks and films have not been a prioritized object of cultural analysis. My paper aims at making a contribution to this field of investigation, looking into converging or shared mechanisms of consumption, production and reproduction of tourism imaginaries. Drawing on a recently concluded research project which focussed on tourist literature (guidebooks and travel articles) on Portugal, the paper seeks to highlight and debate the way guidebook gazes significantly intertwine with (consume and/or reproduce) filmic discourses on a country and its culture, apparently fabricating and consolidating a consistent body of representation, from which a distinctive tourism imaginary ultimately arises.
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