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Abstract:  

Service-based tourist industries signal the emergence of neoliberal economies in 20th century global cities like San Francisco, and sex and race play an important role in this economic shift. A transformation in the social uses of sexual and racial categorization occurred with post World War II economic restructuring in that industrial capitalism turned from the production of goods to an increased dependence on ever-multiplying service industries.  The social uses of sex and race shifted from being a tool for organizing industrial labor to an easily commodified and, often, fetishized set of social and cultural differences.  In San Francisco, the expansion of leisure markets and tourist economies took place gradually over the 20th century, as industrial production waxed and then significantly waned in the post-World War II era. This paper explores the historical transformation of two San Francisco neighborhoods into tourist districts over the course of the late 20th century: the Castro and the Fillmore.  Each neighborhood has mobilized to claim/retain space and resources within the city.  In the process, each has become a thriving tourist destination, crucial to San Francisco’s post-industrial economy. The historical trajectory of these neighborhoods illuminates the way tourist economies pacify or placate the racial and sexual anxieties that underlie urban politics, planning, and redevelopment.
