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The State plays a crucial role in creating and maintaining the tourist imaginary.  Since 1988 Nova Scotia’s Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage has annually published the Doers’ and Dreamers’ Guide, a 350+ page tourist handbook.  From 1988 through to 2007 the Guide organized the province into seven geographic sections called “scenic travelways” -- Sunrise Trail, Cape Breton Island, Marine Drive, Evangeline Trail, Glooscap Trail, Lighthouse Route, Metro Halifax – with each travelway described along with attractions, accommodations, restaurants, and corresponding advertisements.  Although each travelway had a separate identity, together they formed a series of routes linking the major tourist destinations within the province.  Some routes focused primarily on scenic beauty and nature and presented areas with little reference to their history:  the Sunrise Trail went along the beaches of the Northumberland Strait (warmest water north of the Outer Banks!), Cape Breton Island (the Appalachians meet the Atlantic!), and Marine Drive (unspoiled rocky shore!).  Other travelways referred to specific historic events or mythic characters. The Evangeline Trail explored the Bay of Fundy where the Acadians settled and Longfellow situated his poem.  The Glooscap Trail explored the upper reaches of the Bay of Fundy where the world’s highest tides occur – at the behest of Glooscap himself, according to Mi’kmaq legend.  The Lighthouse Route explored the South Shore looking for “seafaring heritage and seaside adventure” in its many fishing coves.  Halifax focused on the city’s strategic location, history, and cultural and social facilities.  All in all, a place to recapture happier times.

But in 2008 the Doers’ and Dreamers’ Guide underwent a major overhaul, in defiance of a time-sanctioned formula.  The seven districts continued cartographically (with slightly modified boundariess), but the images of Nova Scotia dramatically promoted modernization.  Histories of the founding peoples were no longer privileged.  Heritage, folklore and cultural traditions were still important themes for tourists to explore, but nostalgic images competed with world-class golf courses, fine dining, visits to wineries and artists’ workshops, and the “cosmopolitan urban cool” of Halifax. The images of this new Nova Scotia indicated cultural pluralism and multiculturalism beyond Scots, Acadians and Mi’kmaw.

Why the dramatic rebranding?  First, Government has embraced economic development associated with off-shore energy and high-tech light industries, and spurned associations with the old primary industries of fishing, forestry, and mining.  Second, over the past twenty-five years the province has changed demographically without increasing much in population:  a massive emigration from rural communities based on primary industries combined with an influx of entrepreneurial immigrants rejuvenated the metropolis with young adults, new families, and the prosperous middle-aged.  Third, since  9/11 and in response to the financial crisis of 2008, tourist patterns have changed dramatically from a preponderance of foreign (mostly US) and out-of-province Canadians, to a preeminence of Nova Scotian tourists, followed by other Canadians and then foreigners. 

This paper examines the competing imaginaries of Nova Scotia tourism by analyzing the Doers’ and Dreamers’ Guide from its inception to the present day, the Visit Nova Scotia website (www.novascotia.com), and the marketing strategies recommended on the Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage website for the province’s tourist producers/operators (www.gov.ns.ca/tch/).
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