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Abstract:  

Based on fieldwork conducted with an evangelical organization that coordinates and leads pilgrimages from the Midwestern United States to Israel, I would like to show how preexisting protestant narratives of Israel as a sacred place, the religious ideology of Christian Zionism, and other cultural discourses circulating in the American evangelical Christian movement regarding the nation-state of Israel, shape the pilgrims’ imaginary of Israel as a pilgrimage destination. In doing so, I would like to demonstrate that the imaginary of the Holy Land among evangelical pilgrims can be understood as the product of a discursive process, by which broader theological, cultural and political discourses grant the pilgrimage spaces their unique meaning in the pilgrims' minds. 

Additionally, I will argue that the discursive forces involved in shaping the collective imaginary of Israel in the minds of evangelical Christians’ impact on the way pilgrims experience the space in which they travel. In this context, the ideology of Christian Zionism helps to shape pilgrims’ understanding of their own role and activities in the places they are visiting. They see themselves as God’s servants, bringing comfort to the Jews through particular volunteering efforts, and strengthening their personal relationships with Jesus. Thus, it can be argued that the shared evangelical imaginary of Israel can be directly tied to socially constructed understandings of the places pilgrims visit as being sacred, as well as to collectively authored understandings of themselves and their behaviors. 
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